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Palm oil exemplifies the Anthropocene as humans have taken this commodity and created a destructive industry that is permanently affecting how our planet looks and functions. Palm oil use dates as far back as 3000B.C. Today, palm oil is used in a range of everyday products such as food, shampoo, soap, cosmetics, detergent and biodiesel. Its production takes place in tropical areas residing in continents such asparts of South America, Africa, and Asia. Humanities creation of the palm oilThe industry leads has led to deforestation, biodiversity loss and climate change. Palm oil is used in a range of everyday products such as food, shampoo, soap, cosmetics, detergent and biodiesel. Palm Remarkably, palm oil production takes up 10% of all global land used for crop production. Forests are clear cut and burned to make room for palm oil plantations. Although representing a limited proportion of global deforestation in terms of area, palm oil plantations create an excessively large proportion of global warming emissions as they are tend to be established on former swamp forests. Palm oil deforestation leads to an increase in CO2 levels. Trees are natural carbon sinks, so tThe actual act of burning the trees both releases CO2 into our atmosphere and the forfeiture of these trees results in a loss of natural sink holes as trees are natural carbon sinksends the forest’s capacity to sequester carbon. The atmospheric concentration levels affected by deforestation and decreased carbon sinks, will lead to a temperature increase resulting in climate changeThe end result is more greenhouse gases in the air, and so a warming planet. Deforestation Palm oil prodution also leads to biodiversity loss as a vast number of animals housed in these tropical forests, such as orangutans, are losing their natural habitats/ecosystems. The deforestation, biodiversity loss, and climate change caused by the palm oil industry make it the perfect symbol of the Anthropocene symbol. 	Comment by Alan MacEachern: When? 
And why? Your use sentence, which follows this one, should come earlier. 	Comment by Alan MacEachern: Dear Allison: 
You cover a lot of useful ground in such a short text. Toward the end, it felt as if you needed to remember to keep palm oil - & not deforestation per se – front & centre. Please read my edits throughout.
Alan 
5.5/ 7






Citation for the small palm oil photo taken within my own photo down below. I couldn’t find any photographer information, so I just cited the website that I received it from, I hope that’s okay
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